When you think of cruising, you may think there’s not enough to do, I’ll be bored, only old people take cruises, and other things of this nature.  I am here to tell you that idea is a thing of the past.  Whether you are a preschooler who loves cartoons, a teenager trying not  to spend vacation hanging out with your parents, a parent who doesn’t want to spend your vacation listening to a teenager tell you how bored they are, or a grandparent trying to relive the majic of your youth, Disney Cruise Lines has the trip for you.  Imagine not having to entertain your family, or pick out the menu.  Imagine lazy days by the pool with table service to wait on you hand and foot.  Or maybe you would rather spend your time in the spa getting pampered.  There are a number of things to do for all ages.  From the Oceaneers Club to Palo the adult only restaurant, you can be all together or all alone. 

The Disney Wonder is the beautiful and newest ship in the Disney Line.  Sailing on its eigth voyage on September 2nd,1999.  We had the luxury of being passengers during this special time and it was as majical as you would expect from any Disney experience.  Their goal is to truly make your stay, “like majic”.

From the time we boarded to the time we debarked, the activities were nonstop.  There was a sailing away celebration on the family deck with music, champagne, sparkling cider, and of course Captain Mickey and his pals.  What a great way to start off a vacation.  After that there were character meetings, deck games, movies, and then dinner.   Each night dinner is spent in a different restaurant.  We always had a sit down meal where you order off a menu.  Our servers were from all over, France, Italy, Sweden.   Our tablemates consisted of a young couple who are big Disney fans.  The meals were all terrific and offered a lot of variety.  If sit down dinner wasn’t what you had in mind you could always go for a burger at one of the deck restuarants.  Something for everyone at dinner time.

My 5 year old sister participated in the Oceaneers Club while we were on the Disney Wonder.  She loved it!  There are activities planned from early morning until midnight every day.  They can play on Captain Hook’s pirate ship, watch movies, do things on computers, dress up like Belle and all sorts of other stuff.    They were completely entertained.  When we went to pick her up the first night she asked us to come back later, and that was at 11:30pm!  There is no end to the things they can do.  Or you can spend your time together on the family deck, playing in the pool or in the hottub or just sitting in the sun enjoying the sounds of the steel band playing in the background. 

The first port of call is Nassau in the Bahamas.  The children can stay with the club or go onto the island.  My sister chose to stay and we went into town and did some shopping.  After lunch back on the ship we took a taxi to Paradise Island to check out the beach at the Atlantis Hotel.  What an amazing property!  The beach was wonderful, not too crowded.  We spent the afternoon talking with some of the locals there and just enjoying the sound of the ocean.  As we headed back toward town we decided to do some last minute shopping, but to our surprise all of the stores had closed at 5:30.  So be prepared nex t time you are in the Bahamas, shop early, play late.  The ship was docked until 2:00 am so night entertainment was available for those wanting to gamble or disco.

The following morning we awoke to the private island of Castaway Cay.   The water was such a beautiful shade of blue, it looked like a mirage.  The island itself is very small, but full of activities.  Our verandah overlooked the island so were able to spend our morning enjoying the view while preparing to venturte onto the island.  The island consists of two areas, the family area and the adults only area.  I spent time at both.  The snorkeling can be found in the family part of the beach.  This is where I first tested my personal equipment.  If you didn’t bring your own that’s OK because it is provided at no charge.  You can also get floating pads and inner tubes.  Lunch is served on this side of the island with an island barbeque.  Your choice of burgers and dogs or lobster tails.  There were many family activities on this side of the island also, such as water balloon fights, watermelon eating contests, and other things such as this.  After lunch, we decided to head over to the other side of the island to check out the beach.  What a treat, the beach was almost deserted so we had our choice of spots.  The beach had hammocks, beach chairs, umbrellas and lots of sand.  We picked a spot and set up camp.  Then I ventured out into the water with my gear.  The snorkeling on this side was a challenge as the waves were much bigger.  I did manage to see some fish and enjoyed seeing the difference in the two areas.  I spent the rest of the day floating on a raft in the water, while my aunt read a book on the beach.  A very relaxing way to spend the day.  No noise, no crowds, just beach, sun, and waves.

From Castaway we headed back toward Port Canaveral, but not before we had another sailing away party.  The next morning by breakfast we were back in port.  We had an early breakfast in Triton’s, the nicest of the family restaurants.  We said goodbye to our tablemates and servers and were off to DisneyWorld for an extra day of majic.

