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We just wanted to let you in on a secret hideaway; only two hours away by plane, Rancho Valencia Resort at Rancho Santa Fe, is just the right place for a weekend getaway.

We had the opportunity to visit this charming resort and would like to share our experience.  A twenty-five minute drive north of San Diego; Del Mar is a quaint beachside community known for its horse racing.  Rancho Valencia Resort is nestled amidst the rolling hills, just east of Del Mar.

There are no crowds at Rancho Valencia's where twenty-one intimate casitas accommodate forty-three suites, making it a quiet restful resort.  Stepping into our suite gave us the feeling of true relaxation.  We stayed in the smaller unit, which we found incredibly spacious (850-square feet).  It is beautifully constructed with, exposed, whitewashed beams, ceiling fans, cathedral ceilings, earthtone stucco walls, and plantation shutters.  The luxurious bathroom includes plush bathrobes, slippers, 6-foot towels to rap around your entire body and heavenly scented bathsalts next to your deep tub for hours of relaxation.  The down comforters on the king-sized bed provide comfortable nights of sleep.  A step down into the sitting area, where each evening we enjoyed the warmth of the beautiful fireplace as we unwound from our "not so busy" day.  French doors lead to our favorite place a grand private patio, each morning we found ourselves enjoying the warmth of the rising sun as we drank fresh orange juice, and in the afternoon it was perfect for relaxing with good book.  We found ourselves taking deep breaths able pick up scents of the many flowers, orange and lemon trees that surround the property, pricey yes ($410.00+ per night), but certainly worth it.  A relaxing message in our suite was just what my body was begging for, and to complete this experience a soak in the one of their two Jacuzzi's.  You know we never saw anyone else at the pool area, oh and did we mention 18 tennis courts.

With such beautiful surrounding you find in hard to venture beyond the resort, but after all it's sunny California and there is so much to see and do.  A hike at Torry Pines Reserve was on the agenda, easy by Colorado standards, it sits right on the ocean and the vista's are so serene and relaxing, we enjoyed spotting the dolphins playing off shore and the surfers riding the waves.  A wonderful dinner just north of Del Mar at a beautiful Italian restaurant, Grissini Grill, the food was fantastic, we indulged on several local wines, and the prices were reasonable.

The next day I bicycled around the beautiful community that surround Rancho Valencia, it was quiet a challenge with its rolling hills, majestic mansions and beautiful countryside.  My husband grabbed his clubs and headed off for a round of golf.  Rancho Valencia will make reservations on one of the local private/semi private courses, or choose from several exceptional public courses. That evening we enjoyed exceptional meal at the Fish Market where we sat at the oyster bar and enjoyed several hors d'oeuvres.  

The food, the weather, the accommodations were spectular, life just doesn't get much better.  Give James TravelPoints a call we would love to tell you more.

(Mike I took a couple of pictures if you need them)

